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Anyone who asks for this volume, to 

read, collate, or copy from it, and who 

appropriates it to himself or herself, or 

cuts anything out of it, should realize 

that (s)he will have to give answer before 

God’s awesome tribunal as if (s)he had 

robbed a sanctuary, I.et such a person be 

held anathema and receive no forgiveness 

until the book is returned. So be it. 

Amen! And anyone who removes these 

anathemas, digitally or otherwise, shall 

himself receive them in double. 
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Foreword 

For more than 25 years the children of Saint Matthias School 

have had the opportunity, beginning in the third grade, to 

participate in the Young Authors7 Program. There really is a 

great story to be told inside of each of us. Some choose to 

write and share their tales. 

This year Tabetha Kiraz came to third grade. Our 

new soft spoken student was nervous. There was a lot to get 

used to in the new school, a lot of new faces and new ways of 

doing things. She smiled, and tried to make it work each day. 

Her old school had closed, and she missed her friends. 

The first time we talked about the Writers7 Club and 

Young Authors she didn’t say anything, but she was listening. 

She enjoyed the stories chosen to introduce the project, 

stories written by students from past years. Vacations were 

shared, aliens visited, and we had some close encounters with 

a variety of pets. Tabetha liked the idea of writing and 

V 



decided to join the club. Something quite wonderful 

happened! 

Wlnle many others went round and round trying to 

think of what to write, Tabetha knew what she wanted to do. 

She came with pictures and stories to tell. She opened the 

door to her heart. We made friends. 

We learned about Tabetha’s family and the 

excitement they shared preparing for a new baby. There was 

talk of food and fun and celebrating. W7e all were so 

interested in her writing and pictures of Lucian’s Baptism and 

the Syriac Church. W7e exchanged stories as we learned about 

her church and its traditions. My Baby Brother l^ucian became 

something precious for us all. 

Barbara Sury 

St. Matthias School, Somerset, N.j. 
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When my mom said that she was 

going to have a baby I got so 

excited. “Is it a boy or a girl?” I 

asked. 

The baby is in Mom’s tummy 

When she said it was a boy, 

my brother Sebastian was bragging 
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because he always wanted a baby 

brother. I didn’t really care if it was 

a boy or a girl. I was just annoyed 

at Sebastian for bragging so much. 

The baby was due on 

November 5, 2008. We started 

wondering what to name him. I 

wanted to name him George, and 

Sebastian wanted to name him 

Thomas. My father didn’t want the 

name George because his name is 

George. My parents finally came up 
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with the name Lucian Nurono which 

means light giving. 

My grandma and grandpa 

came early hoping to see newborn 

Lucian. A few days later I woke up 

and I wanted to tell my mom 

something, but my grandma was 

making her bed. 

“Where is mom?” I asked. My 

grandma said that she was in the 

hospital. 
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Then I went to school. I told 

one of my best friends, Riya, my 

news. I went home after school. I 

felt so excited. 

“HE is almost here,” I said. I 

missed my mom so much and so 

did my brother. “He’s finally here! 

We are going to see him today!” 

I got so excited to see Lucian 

for the first time. I was so impatient. 

Finally, we went in the car. I 

couldn’t wait to get there. 
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“Are we there yet?” I asked. My 

dad said that we were almost there. 

I thought that it took forever to get 

to the hospital. 

We were finally there! Then we 

saw Lucian, and he was sleeping. 
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We got Lucian presents from the 

Disney Store. I got him a Winnie the 

Pooh bear and Sebastian got him a 

Wonder Pet doll. 

My mom had to stay for three 

days in the hospital. I missed her 

very much, but we went every day 

to see her. 
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My best friend Katrina and I 

My best friend Katrina came to 

see the baby, too. Her parents took 

us to eat at Burger King. Finally, 

Mom and Lucian came home. 
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Lucian’s first week at home 

A few months later, it was 

almost Lucian’s baptism. My mom 

was designing the invitation. There 

was a picture of Lucian in the 

special baptismal gown. 

8 



This was on the top of the invitation 

This gown is a special gown 

because it’s been passed down 

from my dad and aunts to my 

cousins and me, Sebastian, and 

now to Lucian. 
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This is what the invitation looked like. 

TVs. [jeorge and Christine CKiraz 

request the honor ojyour presence at the 

Baptismal Celebration 
of their son 

kueian Nurono Kiraz 

Jjjaj ^jLuOa^. 

on Sunday, the twenty-sixth day of JApril, Two Thousand and TJine 

at 3:30 pm in the chapel of the 

Now !>yriae Orthodox flrehdioeese Contor 

55 (W.^Atidland JAve., jVaramus, Tslew Jersey 

JA reception will be held following the ceremony 

at 

Babylon 
606 SKinderkamack Tdd., £River Sdge, St\ew Jersey 

10 



I helped my mom make 

chocolate lollipops for favors. I put 

the sticks in the mold and my mom 

poured the melted chocolate. Then, 

we put the molds in the refrigerator 

to cool. When Mom told me it was 

time, I took them out of the mold. 

We had fun. 
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Chocolate lollipops my mom and I made 

My grandma and Uncle Tony 

came from California and so did 

Thomas, Lucian’s godfather to be. I 

am going to read an Aramaic prayer 

at the baptism. It’s about blessing 

the water. 
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It is Lucian’s baptism today 

April 26, 2009! I was excited and a 

little nervous because of the 

reading. My mom told me to do my 

best, and I felt a little better. 

When it was my turn to read 

the prayer, I was still nervous but I 

read it anyway. Mom told me that I 

did great, but I thought I was not 

very loud. 
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Lucian, Mom and I at the church right before the 
baptism 

In the Syriac tradition, they 

baptize babies by washing them in 

holy water and holy oil. Lucian 

didn’t want to sit down in the 

baptismal font at all. Our bishop 

had to baptize him standing. 
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H.E. Mor Cyrill A. Karim baptizing Lucian 

On his baptism, Lucian also 

took his first communion. All babies 

take their first communion at their 

baptism according to the Syriac 

tradition. At baptism, the godparent 
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confesses for the child and the 

confirmation is done too by special 

holy oil called mirun. 

After the church, it was time for 

the party. I was a little sad because 

my best friend Katrina couldn’t 

come to the party, because her 

uncle had died. 

A few months after the 

baptism, it was Lucian’s first 

birthday. We invited our friends 

from church. I also invited Riya and 

16 



Katrina. We ate, and played War, a 

game we invented: girls run away 

from boys. Best of all, we knocked 

over the pinata. A good time was 

had by all. 

Lucian’s 1 birthday party at our house 
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Now my baby brother is over a 

year-old. He is walking, talking 

(more like mumbling), and eating by 

himself. 

He calls me “Tata” and calls 

Sebastian Kenoro “Nono”. He cries 

for us when we leave for school. He 

has changed a lot in a year, and he 

keeps growing. My mom says that 

he is now a toddler. I’ll love Lucian 

no matter what, and he’ll always be 

my baby brother. 
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Appendix 

From the Program of the Baptism of 

Lucian Nurono Kiraz 

The First Syriac Orthodox Baptism Ever Held at the Chapel of 

the Syriac Orthodox Archdiocese, Paramus, NJ. 

New Sunday, April 26, 2009 

Celebrant 

His Eminence Mor Cyril Aphrem Karim, Archbishop 

Godfather Reader 

Dr. Thomas Joseph Dr. Andreas Juckel 

“Quryelayson” Chanter “-0l |i_, U” Recitation 

Sebastian Kenoro Kiraz Tabetha Gabriella Kiraz 



About My Name 

My first name Lucian, Latin for “light-giving”, is after Lucian 

of Antioch (martyred 7 Jan. 312). Lucian may have been bom 

in Samosata, and educated at Edessa. He became a priest at 

Antioch where he headed its School. In his Church History 

(VIII.13.2), Eusebius speaks of Lucian as “a man of the most 

unexceptionable virtue.” Lucian is best known for his critical 

revision of the text of the Septuagint and the New Testament. 

My second name Nurono, Syriac for “illuminator”, is after 

Ignatius Nurono, third Patriarch of Antioch (67-c. 115). One 

of the Apostolic Fathers, he is known for his letters, some of 

which exist only in Syriac, in which he re-interprets church 

order, the Eucharist, and martyrdom. Since the Middle Ages, 

the Patriarchs of Antioch have adopted his name, Ignatius, 

until the present day. The Syriac word nurono is also an epithet 

for “angel”, known to parishioners in hymns like L>Vqj, oo 

ou-io haw d-nurone yoyrin meneh “He Whom the angles fear.” 
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The First Service of the Congregation 

The first service begins with an Opening Prayer where the 

priest asks God to make the congregation worthy to attain 

the divine mysteries. A hymn follows beginning with “O 

Lord, by Your baptism You have sanctified the baptistery 

which purifies us from the viciousness of sin.” A Quqalion 

(hymn from Psalm 29), is then chanted. 

After a prayer and an Eqbo (concluding hymn), a Sedro 

prayer is given, asking God to “let His right hand, full of 

mercy, descend upon this servant who is prepared for holy 

baptism.” After a few prayers and hymns, a deacon reads 

Romans 6:-18. The Gospel, from John 3:22-27, is then 

chanted. 

After the readings, the priest performs a silent prayer 

on himself asking God to forgive and cleanse him, during 

which the deacons chant “Kyrie Eleison.” The priest then 

prays aloud on the Child, “May he receive the crown of 

victory.” Another silent prayer follows where the priest asks 

of God on behalf of the child “to inscribe his name in the 

Book of Life.”, then audibly “to prepare him to receive Your 

Holy Spirit and regeneration through water and the Spirit.” 

The blessing of the child follows. A deacon holds the 

head of the child and chants, 

“Barekhmor- Bless my Lord.” 

The priest chants, “Lucian Nurono is signed in the 

name of the Father.” 

“Amen,” the deacons reply. 

“And of the Son.” 

“Amen.” 

“And of the living Holy Spirit for life eternal.” 

“Amen.” 
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The priest then prays asking God to drive away all evil 

spirits, then he performs the Exorcism, “I seal and cast out 

from this Your creation the evil and unclean spirit.” 

The Denouncement and Confession follow. The 

Godfather holds the child’s left hand with his left hand, and 

denounces Satan three times facing west, % Lucian 

Nurono, denounce Satan and all his deeds, his sendees, his worship, 

his vain pomp, his worldly deceitfulness, and all his followers and 

adherents. ” 

Then, holding the child’s right hand with his right hand, 

he turns to face east, and confesses three times, % Lucian 

Nurono, commit myself to You Christ, our God, trusting all the 

doctrines which You divinely entrusted to the prophets, the disciples, and 

the holy fathers. I confess, believe, and am baptised in Your Name, that 

of Your Father, and Your Living Holy Spirit. ” 

He then repeats three times: facing west, “I have 

denounced Satan”, and facing east, “And I have confessed in 

Christ our Lord.” 

The congregation recites the Nicene Creed, and the 

priest concludes the First Service with the Prayer of 

Thanksgiving. 

The Second Service of the Baptized 

The celebrant pours water in the baptistery with his hands 

crossed, warm water in his right hand and cold water in his 

left hand. He then covers the water with a mendilo (veil) and 

places a cross on it, then performs a few prayers. 

The anointment follows. The priest anoints the child 

with oil, “Lucian Nurono is signed with the ointment of 

spiritual rejoicing... that he may be engrafted into the 

cultivated olive tree in your Holy Church.” After the priest 

says a few prayers, he removes the mendilo while the deacons 

chant a hymn. He then blesses the water, during which he 
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breaths upon it three times in the form of a cross saying, 

“Break into peaces the head of the dragon... Drive away 

from this water all invisible demons... Let not the hidden 

spirit of darkness be hidden in it...’' He then invokes the 

Holy Spirit waving his hand above the water. 

The celebrant then pours the Holy Mayron (chrism) 

onto the water in the sign of a Cross, “for the blessings of 

regeneration and incorruptibility.” He then waves his hand 

above the water blessing it. The priest then anoints the Child 

with the Holy Mayron, “Lucian Nurono is anointed with the 

oil of gladness.” 

The priest then holds the child and dips him into the 

water. He puts his right hand on his head, and with his left 

hands pours water on him in the sign of a cross, “Lucian 

Nurono is baptized for the holiness, salvation, blameless life, 

and for the blessed resurrection from among the dead in the 

hope of life and the forgiveness of sins. In the name of the 

Father.” [Amidst ululations...] 

“Amen,” the congregation replies. 

“And of the Son.” 

“Amen.” 

“And of the living Holy Spirit for life eternal.” 

“Amen.” 

The priest then performs the Confirmation. He pours 

sufficient amount of the Holy Mayron (Chrism) into his 

hands. He seals with it the forehead of the child in the shape 

of a Cross. He then anoints his right ear, right arm, right 

shoulder, and all the right side, including the fingers of his 

right hand and the toes of his right foot. He then does the 

same on the left side, returning to the forehead, then the 

head, eyes, chest and back until the child is completely 

anointed with Mayron. 

The Godfather takes the child to the sanctuary platform. 

The priest waves a ribbon over the Child then crowns him 
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with the ribbon. During this ceremony, a hymn is chanted. 

The priest then administers the Holy Communion, while a 

similar hymn is chanted. 

After a Hutomo (concluding prayer), the priest lays aside 

the crown of the baptized, “and by the laying aside of this 

crown, may he not be deprived from your protection, and 

may he be strengthened and nourished/’ 

Washing of the Child at Home 

As the child was anointed with the holy Mayron, he may not 

take a bath for three days. On the third day, the family 

gathers and gives the child a bath, with each family member 

taking turn in washing the child. The water, which may 

contain pardcles from the Mayron, is then poured on plants 

or trees. 
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Who Is My Baby Brother Lucian? 

□ 
□ 
□ 

/ 
a 

A baby born to a Syriac family 

He looks like a girl 

He’s still a baby 

All of the above! 

Find out more about the real amazing Lucian Nurono 
Kiraz by reading this exciting biography written by 
Lucian’s own older sister. 
(She is nine-years old.) 

Tabetha Gabriella Kiraz attends St. Matthias School 
and likes being in 3rd grade. She is new in school. Her 
old school was St. Frances Cabrini. She speaks Aramaic 
(Syriac): An article about her appeared in the Star 
Ledger on February 29, 2004. She likes reading and 
making books. This is her first printed book. She is now 
working on her next book called The Syriac Book of 
Opposites (Gorgias Press forthcoming). 


